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A Little About Our Line of Bullé.
ü We select Angus, Red Angus, 

and Stabilizer for maternal 

traits that maximize cow/calf 

profitability.  We select 

Charolais for our terminal 

program.

ü We produce our bulls through 
a network of 18 cooperators 
(5,000 cows).

ü We place heavy selection 
pressure that culls 50% of the 
male calves at weaning.

ü We place over 1,200 bulls on 
test at Wellington, CO.

ü Since 2004, we have marketed 
over 7,000 bulls.

ü Our selection objectives are 
based on multiple trait profit 
indexes that place heavy 
emphasis on efficiency.

Angus Stabilizer

Red Angus Charolais



Our Spring Break Sale ï600 

Bulls & 200 Females
Fun, Educational, 

and Profitable. 

Make Your Plans 

for Saturday, 

March 27th



Join us on the Internet every week!

ü No Better Bull is a weekly webinar (seminar on the web).  

ü Each week, we have a top guest speaker.  We address topics that matter to ranchers 
including:

ÅGenetics (cow size, carcass traits, etc.)

ÅCrossbreeding (breed differences, system design, etc.)

ÅRanch management (rotational grazing, profit strategies, etc.)

ÅHerd health (vaccine programs, weaning options, etc.)

ÅIndustry issues (COOL, Export markets, BQA, etc.)

ü Thursday evenings at 8 pm Mountain Time.



Climate Change, 

Evolution, 

Obamanomics, 

the Big Bang Theory, 

Animal Welfare, 

and Other Factors that 

Will Impact Your Farm



The Global Climate is Changing!

üI donôt mean the weather ïI mean 

global economic conditions.

üMore people, with more wealth, 

and the same amount of land.

üWhat does that mean for land 

prices?

üWhat does that mean for protein 

demand?
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Population + Affluence

Current population: 6.5 Billion



Food Demand 2050

üAt least a doublingof global food demand over next 

40 years, more likely a tripling

üMost of increase will be in Asia, where population is 

still growing rapidly and good farmland is scarce

üAffluence + population are equal keys to future food 

demand

ü Farmers in Land-rich countries such as Australia, 

Canada, U.S., Brazil, and Argentina stand to gain 

most.



Show Me the Money ïWhat is the #1, 

Most Important Trait in Your Herd?

ü What is the most important trait?

ü Calving Ease, Structure, Disposition, Fertility, 
Growth, Carcass, Adaptability?

Profit!

ü Most EBVôs and selection increases output 
and income, but income does not equal profit.

ü More and more EBVôs will be expressed in 
dollar terms ïsome will measure profit.



How do you 
measure profit?

üLetôs study the genetic traits 

that drive profitability:

üProfit = Income - Expense

ÅIncome:  sale weight, carcass 

merit, & percent weaned.

ÅExpense:  feed costs on the 

ranch, feed costs in the 

feedlot, and replacement 

costs.

The Leachman kind: moderate size, 
heavy muscled, & high marbling.



Evolution vs. Genetic Selection

and Your Cow Herd

üDarwin taught us that animals evolve.

üWhat is the key factor that determines 

evolution?

üEvolution is a process that takes thousands 

of years ïyou will not see evolution on your 

farm in your lifetime. 

üHow is that different from how we make 

genetic improvement in livestock?

üWhat is the trait weôve changed the most in 

the last 10 years?



Why do Cattle 

Grow Faster?
ü Cattle today weigh more 

at a given age, why?

ü More frame?

ü More muscle?

ü More feed efficient?

ü Or do they just eat more 

per day?

ü What did that change do 

to your cow size?


